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Times sure are strange, right? 

I view this season as a challenge for me 

to find new ways to serve my clients. 

So many couples are faced with the 

unspeakable decision to postpone or 

downsize their wedding celebrations, 

and my heart aches for you. I’ve created 

this guide to help you consider your 

options and get started on the process.

A few ways I’m offering help to my 

clients during this season:

1. I’m offering all my clients flexible 

rescheduling options, and waiving all 

rescheduling fees. Included in this 

guide are package options specifically 

for weddings impacted by COVID-19.

I  A M  H E R E  F O R  Y O U

I am offering help to my clients 
during this season of uncertainty

2. I’m offering free remote photo 

sessions over FaceTime (see my article 

about them in Business Insider!) It 

sounds like a strange concept, but it’s 

been a great way to connect, and get 

some photos to remember being stuck 

at home together.

3. I’m always here to talk. Feel free to 

reach out at any time with questions as 

you navigate this uncharted territory.

I’ll keep you updated as things continue 

to change and states start to open up, 

but for now, I hope you find this guide 

useful and informative.

Love, Sarah



P O S T P O N E

Reschedule to the fall if you want to get married this year, or 2021 if you want to 

eliminate all possibility of it getting rescheduled again. Your venue and vendors’ 

availability might dictate this decision. Also note that vendor’s 2021 pricing may be 

higher and they may have to ask you to compensate that cost. Be open to rescheduling 

to a Friday, or during the off-season.

S I T  T I G H T

If your wedding is still a few months away, it might be best to not make any decisions 

right now. Waiting this out is stressful and frustrating, but rescheduling creates a lot 

of new tasks and potential fees that you may not need to incur.

G O  I N T I M A T E

This decision depends on your preferences and the current regulations on gathering 

size. But if you’re eager to get married sooner rather than later, this is probably the 

direction in which you want to go. This might also be the time to get creative, save a 

bit of money, and make some memories with just your closest family and friends.

E L O P E  N O W ,  P A R T Y  L A T E R

If you decide to postpone your big wedding celebration with all your loved ones, but 

can’t stand the thought of waiting any longer to marry the love of your life, then I’d 

recommend this option. You can get a marriage license online in NYC, and have an 

officiant marry you over a Zoom call. You can also invite your friends and family to join 

the call! As circumstances progress, you may even be able to invite a few guests in 

person later this summer. Celebrate together with toasts and a little outing together, 

keeping in mind all current regulations. For couples opting for this route, I’m offering 

a reduced rate for elopement photography coverage.

Your options-



POSTPONING YOUR 
WEDDING IN STYLE

1
2
3

If you decide to postpone your wedding, the first thing you need to do 

is to let your guests know that you are postponing as soon as possible, 

especially if your guests are traveling from far to attend. Even if you do 

not have a new date locked in, send your guests an email or text message 

as soon as you can. Feel free to use the templates provided below.

Take a moment to breathe and make peace with the difficult decision you 

have had to make. I cannot remind you enough: your big day will happen 

and it will still be wonderful. Once you have a date on lock down and all 

service providers are in agreement, let your VIP guests know the new 

date and then work down the list systematically.

There are some really great postponement assets online (or if you’re 

feeling creative, use amazing free designing tools such as Canva) that 

you can send to your guests to notify them that your celebration has been 

postponed.

first and foremost:

POSTPONEMENT CHECKLIST
☐ Check your wedding insurance if you have it

☐ Check venue contract then contact venue asap. Type “urgent” in the subject line, find out what 

dates they have open.

☐ Vendors: read contracts first and then contact them ASAP. Do your best to reschedule, not cancel. 

It’s in both your and the vendors’ best interest! There is high possibility that you will lose deposits, 

but it’s always worth a respectful conversation.

☐ Planner ☐ Venue ☐ Photographer  ☐ Videographer ☐ DJ

☐ Caterer ☐ Officiant ☐ Cake / Dessert  ☐☐ Florist  ☐ Hair & Makeup

☐ Set your new date based on vendor and loved ones’ availability. Ask best friends and important 

family members what dates they have available. “whenisgood.net” is a great free service to have 

everyone list their availability. 

☐ Check in with a bestie and talk with them about all this!

☐ Notify guests–you can do this before or after you’ve set a new date

☐ Update wedding website with most recent info (having a lot of conversations may be hard for you, 

so refer people to your website!)

☐ Call most important people

☐ Send email with link to wedding website or send mail (or both!)

☐ Keep in mind that some people might not check their email, so post it on Facebook or do both 

email and snail mail.

☐ Review your wedding planning checklist, and update it. For example, if you need to look for a new 

makeup artist, update that checkbox.

☐ Research new vendors if necessary. Zola.com has a great tool to find vendors who are available 

on your new date.

☐ Adjust your honeymoon plans. Many travel services are offering flexible rescheduling.

☐ Regularly align yourself with and adjust your priorities



I hope these email

templates will make it a little 

easier on you when it comes to 

handling a COVID-19 wedding 

postponement or adjustment.

C O M M U N I C A T E

P R O V I D E D  B Y

E V E R Y L A S T D E T A I L . C O M
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“In these uncertain times, we hope you are hugging your loved ones a little tighter 

at home and keeping yourselves healthy.

We wanted to update you with some information about our upcoming wedding on 

______.

As of right now, the wedding is going on as planned. We are working with our 

vendors to make sure the day is safe and beautiful.

Here are some safety precautions we are putting into place (bullet point these items 

and make them short and to the point as people will likely skim them)

We also want you to know that if for any reason you cannot attend our wedding, we 

understand. You were invited to our wedding because you are important to us, and 

our top priority is making sure people feel safe at our celebration.

For the sake of our vendors, please let us know as soon as possible if you feel that 

you will not be able to attend. And if you are unwell in the days before the wedding, 

we ask that you stay home to keep the rest of our guests safe.

If you cannot attend, please hold us in your hearts on _________ as we take our 

vows to each other. This is not how we envisioned entering married life, but we are 

doing so with an even greater appreciation of life and love.

If there are any other changes, we will contact you as soon as possible.”

“We wanted to reach out to you to let you know we’ve made a difficult decision to 

postpone our wedding (to date/season) This was a heartbreaking decision, but not nearly 

as heartbreaking as the idea of putting our loved ones at risk. When it comes right down 

to it, a marriage is a commitment of two people, and a wedding is a party that can be 

rescheduled, so that is the route we have decided to take.

At this time, things are changing rapidly, and we are working with our vendors. There are 

some unknowns at this point. We will be reaching out as soon as we know more.

In the meantime, hug your loved ones at home a little longer. Be safe and be well.”

“Over the past few weeks, the world has turned upside down. We’ve all had to make some 

really hard decisions, and that includes us.

Due to the ongoing pandemic, we have to reduce our guest list dramatically to adhere 

to mandated numbers of people gathering so our wedding can go on. We are so sorry 

to have to do this, but at this point, we have to cancel the invitation to our __________ 

wedding.

We hope that you understand that this is a drastic measure we never expected to have to 

make. We love every single person we invited to our wedding, and this is heartbreaking 

for us.

(if you are hoping to do a later event)

We are working on having a reception at a later date when the crisis has passed. At this 

point, things are so uncertain we don’t have a firm date, but we will be in touch when we 

know more.

Please hold us in your hearts on _________ as we take our vows to each other. This is 

not how we envisioned entering married life, but we are doing so with an even greater 

appreciation of life and love.

Be well, be safe, and hug your loved ones at home tight. We love you dearly.”

T E L L I N G  G U E S T S 

Y O U R  W E D D I N G  I S  O N

T E L L I N G  G U E S T S  Y O U R  W E D D I N G 

W I L L  B E  P O S T P O N E D

H O W  T O  U N - I N V I T E  G U E S T S 

T O  Y O U R  W E D D I N G



INTIMATE WEDDING CHECKLIST

The Wedding
☐ Marriage license - you can now get one online through NYC’s Project Cupid

☐ Research current restrictions on gathering size

☐ Plan guest list accordingly, or set up a Zoom call

☐ Choose Location/Venue

☐ Set date

☐ Plan post-ceremony celebration

☐ Invite select guests

☐ Create and send marriage announcements to those not invited to attend

☐ Create a timeline for the day - don’t limit yourself to an hour or two of celebration!

Damage Control
☐ Contact vendors

☐ Evaluate budget

☐ Change honeymoon plans

Details
☐ Rings

☐ Vows 

☐ Travel plans

☐ Wedding couple attire

☐ Wedding party attire

Vendors / DIY
☐ Officiant 

☐ Photography 

☐ Videography

☐ Livestream

☐ Flowers

☐ Hair & Makeup

☐ Food & Drink



ADD ELOPEMENT COVERAGE
For couples who want to postpone their original wedding 
celebration, and add on elopement coverage now.

If you want to keep your wedding celebration exactly as you’ve imagined it (just postponed), but 

still want to get married now, I’m offering couples the option to add on elopement coverage now 

at a significant discount.

4  H O U R S  E L O P E M E N T  C O V E R A G E
Say your vows and make it official on the day you’ve been looking forward to. Getting ready, 

marriage ceremony, and a sweet portrait session celebrating your love.

$700 

2  H O U R S  E L O P E M E N T  C O V E R A G E
Short and sweet ceremony, maybe some toasts and a few quick portraits of you together to send 

to family and friends who couldn’t be there.

$1400

Coverage is flexible, so we can talk about what will be best for you. If you go this route, we’ll sign a 

new contract specifically for the elopement coverage.

RE-WORK ORIGINAL PACKAGE
For couples who want to have a small elopement now and 
a celebration later, and split their original photography 
coverage between the two events

I’m offering couples the option to split up the hours of coverage they have booked in their original 

photography package into an intimate elopement now and a bigger celebration later:

E L O P E M E N T  C O V E R A G E  ( A P P R O X .  2 - 4  H O U R S )
Say your vows and make it official on the day you’ve been looking forward to. Getting ready, 

marriage ceremony, and a sweet portrait session celebrating your love.

P A R T Y  /  F A M I L Y  P H O T O S  ( A P P R O X .  3 - 4  H O U R S )
Celebrate with friends and family when the world finally gets back to normal! (please consider 

scheduling on a Friday, weekday or off-season if rescheduling to 2021)

Coverage is flexible, so we can talk about what will be best for you. If you go this route, we’ll cancel 

the old contract and sign a new one reflecting the new package.

Flexible Package Options



Don’t let COVID-19 
halt your wedding plans 

completely. 

If you were faced with 
the unspeakable task of 

postponing your wedding, 
there are still plenty of 
wedding related tasks 

you can do right from the 
comfort of your home.

W E D D I N G  P L A N N I N G  Y O U 

C A N  D O  F R O M  H O M E
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M O O D  B O A R D

All great celebrations start with a well organized mood board. Whether you’re 

a Pinterest fanatic or use other platforms like InVision – a well presented mood 

board is the best way to clear your thoughts and break down the components 

of your wedding into tangible tasks. Keeping your vision well organized will 

help you pick up all correspondence right away the minute you receive the 

official confirmation.

S H O P  O N L I N E

Make the most out of your quarantine sessions and browse through the 

wide variety of wedding dresses and suits online. Yes, I know that it is not 

as exciting as actually being in store, but it may open up your mind to ideas 

you might have initially missed. Saying yes to the dress can still be super 

exciting. “Retailers are making it easier for brides to discover dresses online 

and perusing through styles digitally can help you hone in on what details 

and silhouettes you gravitate towards,” -Brides.com

D A N C E

Did somebody say dance party?! After all this is done, a good spin and dip is 

just what the doctor ordered. Use this time to compile your reception playlist 

and do a test run while at home. Research shows that dancing can improve 

your mental health by boosting your overall happiness. Not only is it a great 

cardio workout (I get you, the baked goods have been a real problem) but 

it also helps improve cardiovascular health, increase stamina, strengthen 

bones and muscles and stave off illnesses. Check out my Spotify for lots of 

great dance tunes!

E N J O Y  M E  T I M E

Now is the perfect time to practice some self love. Workout at home (YouTube 

has some amazing at home solo or partner workouts), have that long lazy 

dinner, enjoy a good book with a glass (or two) of wine, do a face mask, paint 

your nails, DIY...whatever it is that will provide holistic healing and growth. 

Remember, we are all in this together.

QUARANTINE HOMEWORK

☐ Find your your ceremony and reception songs 

☐ Choose your flower girl and ring bearer outfits

☐ Order wedding night lingerie

☐ Select shoes, jewelry, veil, and perfume

☐ Order thank you notes

☐ Plan ceremony songs and readings

☐ Create a wedding day timeline 

☐ Register for gifts

☐ Collect addresses

☐ Online premarital counseling (try lovethatlasts.co) 

☐ Select wedding party attire

☐ Get inspired and dream up florals

☐ Use this time to DIY some pretty details or favors

☐ Come up with cocktail hour activities

☐ Prepare wedding day gifts for each other

☐ Write each other letters to trade on wedding day 

☐ Write your vows if you’re writing your own



I hope this guide 
gave you some clarity
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S A R A H @ S A R A H S A Y E E D . C O M

As you continue to plan, please feel free to contact 

me with any questions you may have along the way. 

I hope this guide has been helpful as you continue 

to plan and prepare for your wedding day!

No one has all the answers for what the future 

will bring, but we are in this together. While things 

certainly haven’t gone how we’d planned, I’m 

confident your wedding day will still be full of joy, 

love, and of course great photographs.

Keep in touch with me about what’s on your mind. 

Email me or visit my website for the latest on my 

COVID-19 policies and resources.

Sending you good vibes and love!

Keep in Touch

Love, Sarah


